The use of data monitoring committees in Canadian trial groups.
Following a brief overview of the funding and structure of clinical trials research in Canada, experience with data monitoring committees (DMCs) in four clinical trials organizations is reviewed. Whether committees are required, their mode of selection, composition, degree of independence, mandate and reporting relationships have varied substantially among the groups. Overall the Canadian experience with DMCs has been representative, although formalization of the role of these committees has not proceeded as far as it has in some US agencies.